
Guidance to support the observation of phonics teaching  

The effective teaching of early reading requires an understanding of the interrelated 

processes of word recognition and reading comprehension.  During centre-based training, 

trainees will study the subject knowledge required to teach phonics effectively as part of 

the reading process. They will reflect on the features of high quality phonics teaching (DfE, 

2014). Available here: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachme

nt_data/file/298420/phonics_core_criteria_and_the_self-assessment_process.pdf 

During school-based training, trainees will be provided with opportunities to develop 

confidence and competence in the teaching of early reading and phonics and become 

familiar with the school's scheme for phonics teaching as appropriate. This will include 

opportunities to observe high quality teaching of phonics.  During Key Stage 1/ EYFS 

school-based training, trainees will plan, teach and evaluate a sequence of phonics session 

with support and written feedback from school-based tutors.    

The guidance below is supplementary to the generic lesson observation form, and 

intended to support both trainee reflection on the effectiveness of phonics teaching and 

support mentors in providing feedback.  Where trainees are in Key Stage 2, this 

observation can include the teaching of spelling or while the trainee is supporting weaker 

readers.  

Planning 
Strategies and teaching objectives used consistent with the school's scheme of work for phonics/ 
spelling 
Content of the lesson is clearly linked to the school's scheme of work for phonics/ spelling where 
appropriate 
The learning objective is clearly focused on the aspect of phonics / spelling being taught 
The objective builds on children's prior phonic/ spelling knowledge 
Teaching 
The teaching recaps on pupil's prior phonic learning 
All children can see and hear the teaching input 
All children are able to take part /appropriate differentiation is planned for where appropriate 
Phonemes are articulated clearly and accurately 
The lesson provides opportunities for pupils to practise blending and segmenting 
Blending and segmenting and/or the reading of non-decodable words is clearly modelled 
Teaching resources are used effectively to support phonic/ spelling concepts 
Session is active and all children are involved  
The lesson draws on multisensory strategies 
Strategies to teach spelling are age-appropriate (blending/ segmenting/ etymology/ 
investigations ,patterns, rules) 
There are opportunities to apply phonic/ spelling learning in context (such as at sentence or text level) 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/298420/phonics_core_criteria_and_the_self-assessment_process.pdf
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Assessment 
Misconceptions are noted and addressed 
Children's progress in the context of the session is assessed 
Post lesson discussion involves appropriate plans for next session  

 


