
GUIDED READING 

Guided reading focuses on teaching children how to progress from their current 

reading level to the next. 

A group of about six children who are reading at about the same level, are 

grouped together. The teacher chooses a book or text that the children are able 

to read without too much difficulty (95% accuracy). 

There is a clear teaching focus for the session. This is shared with the children 

so that they know what they are learning eg. We are learning to predict/ We are 

learning to understand the writer’s viewpoint./ We are learning to realise the 

effect the author has on me as a reader. 

Beginner readers may read in a quiet voice and the teacher tunes in to listen for 

reading behaviours and areas for development. 

Confident readers may read in silence with a focus set by the teacher. They  

may read in advance of the session which is then devoted to a focused 

discussion about aspects of the text eg. vocabulary, sharing and justifying our 

opinions, organisation of the text, what the author wants us to feel and how s/he 

does that. 

There is a balance of teacher and child talk, with the teacher prompting and 

promoting discussions. 

 

Guided Reading sequence: 

 Book introduction, recap or overview of text. 

 Phonics and reading strategies explained. 

 Independent reading with a focus 

 Returning to the text as a group for further exploration 

 Response:- personal; journals; drama; art; writing in role. (All of these 

inform the teacher of children’s understanding.) 

 

 

 

 

SHARED READING: 

This is the opportunity to share texts with children that they would not normally 

access or be able to interpret on their own. The reading skills taught in the 

shared reading session are usually appropriate to the age of the children rather 

than their reading ability. However, a skilled teacher will ensure that children of 

all reading abilities will be able to engage with the text.  

Reading activities during the shared session: 

Immersion: Book Talk 



 reading for enjoyment;  

 understanding the text;  

 questioning characters, facts, the author;  

 retrieving information and ideas;  

 interpreting what the author is saying;  

 responding, personal responses, art,  

 drama, journal work; writing in role.  

The teacher's role in the immersion stage is to elicit response, extend the 

children's responses and encourage critique. Comprehension is developed 

through lots of talk and the exchange of ideas, not through text book 

comprehension exercises! 

Analysis: identifying and commenting on: 

 the author's style;  

 the author's use of language;  

 the author's view point;  

 the structure and organisation of the text;  

 the purpose and audience of the text;  

 links to other texts, times and cultures;  

 how the author's techniques can inform the children's writing.  

The teacher's role in the analysis stage is to teach children how to identify 

author's techniques and the intended effect upon the text and the reader. This 

knowledge is used to inform the children's own writing. 

Basic principles: 

 all children must be able to see the text;  

 the teacher models and then the class or groups read aloud, together;  

 the text is explored with a particular focus informed by the objective;  

 all children are included through good, differentiated questioning.  

 children are supported in learning how to articulate their responses, 

interpretation and analysis of what they read.   

 


